
Readability Score
The reading ease and score within Course Creator are calculated using Flesch-Kincaid,
and the sentence difficulty is calculated using 6 algorithms. Higher scores indicate
material that is easier to read; lower numbers mark passages that are more difficult to
read.

● We recommend a readability score of 60 or above on the Flesch-Kincaid test.
This is based on a general interest course and a global cohort including many
non-native English speakers.

● We recognise that the target score will vary depending on your subject and
intended audience.

● We would expect many professional-level healthcare courses to have a lower
readability score, given the prevalence of multisyllabic healthcare vocabulary.
Similarly, a philosophy course might include passages of relatively long
sentences, where the ideas cannot be communicated in the same way in shorter
sentences (or where shorter sentences might change the meaning).

Summary: The ‘recommended’ score to 60, context matters.

How is Sentence Difficulty Calculated?

Six algorithms are used to identify sentences that are difficult or very difficult to read.

The article (the markdown) is converted into HTML. The text content of each element is
analysed (e.g. paragraph tag), running this against the six different readability
algorithms. The target reading age is set to 16 and we ignore sentences with less than
five words.

● If text fails 4 algorithms, we highlight it as difficult to read.
● If text fails 5 algorithms, we highlight it as very difficult to read.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch%E2%80%93Kincaid_readability_tests
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