
Study Groups



Terminology



TERMINOLOGY

A FutureLearn degree is a degree-level qualification (e.g. Graduate 
Certificate or Masters) delivered through the FutureLearn platform. 

Degrees are made up of FutureLearn programs; sequences of short 
FutureLearn courses, studied and assessed together as a single unit. 
These are equivalent to university modules, subjects or units.  

A FutureLearn program run is an instance of FutureLearn program starting 
on a specific date.



TERMINOLOGY

A learner is a FutureLearn user who is not enrolled as a student at the 
university. 

A student is FutureLearn user who is enrolled as a student at the 
university.



Study Groups 



Study groups 
Groups are available at course level 

When used on a program, each groups belongs to one course 

Learners can be assigned randomly or manually



Randomly allocated study groups 
Groups are available on open and closed courses 

Learners are allocated when they join a group 

On open courses, group size is recommended to be large to take into 
account non-participants



Manually allocated study groups 
Groups are available on closed courses, and only on courses where 
students are invited through Learning Manager or the partner API 

Educators can create groups before learners have accepted invitation 

Learners can be allocated based on any criteria 

Group size is recommended at about 5 to 8 learners 

In beta, requires FL development step to create



Limitations to manually assigned groups 
Groups are fixed once the course begins 

There can only be one group per course 

But educators can reuse groups across courses within a program



Educator experience 



EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE

• Both randomly and manually 
assigned groups are enabled on the 
course



EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE

• Manually assigned groups require 
extra steps. 

• Create a new group in Learning 
Manager



EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE

• Add learners to group in Learning 
Manager



EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE

• In beta, send CSV file to FutureLearn 
to connect new groups with courses 

• CSV file requires 3 columns: program 
code, program run code and group 
code



EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE

• Educator can add task prompts for 
study group discussion



EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE

• Educators can view group analytics



• Educators can view student progress, 
including study group participation

EDUCATOR EXPERIENCE



Student experience 



STUDENT EXPERIENCE

• On randomly assigned groups, 
learners need to join group



STUDENT EXPERIENCE

• Discussion prompts can be displayed 
directly in the study group or within a 
step in the course



STUDENT EXPERIENCE

• A group activity prompt to be 
completed in a study group


