Peer review case studies
Step by step

PEER REVIEW CASE STUDIES

Step 1: Integrate peer review
First, consider how you want to integrate peer review
into your course. For example:

•

Where would the steps fit best?

Do the Assignment, Review and Reflection steps need to follow
one another sequentially?
Could they be interspersed with other steps?

•

What is the task asking learners to create?

Could it be a blog post?
A business case?

This example shows how the Assignment, Review and
Reflection steps can be interwoven with other steps.
*Please note that steps must be contained within the same Activity.

Example: Start Writing Fiction, The Open University
These courses may not be available to join at all times. If you cannot view
the course, contact your Partnership Manager who will be able to enrol you.
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Step 2: Explain the task
Stage 1: Introducing the task

Now you need to explain the task to learners, in the
Assignment step.
This is done in three stages, and the first is to introduce
the task to learners. This example explains:

•

How the assignment is framed in the context of what
has been learnt so far

•
•

The type of writing that is expected
Why completing the assignment will be beneficial to
learners, and will help them achieve the learning
outcomes.

Example: The Scientific Revolution, University of Groningen
These courses may not be available to join at all times. If you cannot view
the course, contact your Partnership Manager who will be able to enrol you.
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Step 2: Explain the task
Stage 2: Writing guidelines

The second stage is to give guidelines on how to write
the assignment.

•
•
•

A word limit is set
A ‘big question’ is presented
Some examples are given about how learners can
begin to consider the task

These features contribute to the learner’s
understanding of the assignment, give them a jumping
off point if they are stuck, and help put them at ease if
they are nervous.
Writing guidelines should be written in the step body text.

Example: The Scientific Revolution, University of Groningen

These courses may not be available to join at all times. If you cannot view
the course, contact your Partnership Manager who will be able to enrol you.

Heading
Slide copy here lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua.
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Step 2: Explain the task
Stage 3: Reviewing guidelines

The third stage is to give guidelines on how to review
another learner’s assignment.

•

As learners review others’ assignments, guidelines on
this are important.

•

The example to the right gives clear criteria for learners
to use in their reviews.

•

These can also help learners think about how to write
their own assignment.

Best practice example of reviewing guidelines

Reviewing guidelines are included in the step using the mandatory

Example: The Scientific Revolution, University of Groningen
These courses may not be available to join at all times. If you cannot view
the course, contact your Partnership Manager who will be able to enrol you.

How to submit reviewing guidelines in Course Creator
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You could even go one step further…

This example from the University of Southampton explains why a peer review task is helpful for learners, and
reassures them about any worries they might have.Could you include something similar in your peer review activity?

Example: Developing Your Research Project, University of Southampton
These courses may not be available to join at all times. If you cannot view
the course, contact your Partnership Manager who will be able to enrol you.

